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Lesson 4 — God Is Wise

When faced with complex problems, we need more than knowledge
— we need wisdom. We may frequently find ourselves confused and
unsure what our next step should be, but our God never is. God always
knows what decision He should make because He is all-wise.

What Is Wisdom?
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and Wisdom
Wisdom is related to knowledge, but they’re not the same thing.
Knowledge means you know certain things. Wisdom means you are
able to apply that knowledge to specific situations.

A of Wisdom
God’s wisdom is when He uses His to choose the best
and the best to achieve those goals.’

God’s wisdom means that He always picks the best goals and that He
always chooses the right path to achieve those goals.
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God’s Wisdom on Display
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God’'s Wisdom in
When God fashioned the world, He did so by wisdom (Proverbs 3:19;
Jeremiah 51:15). As we study the world that God made, we learn
something of the intelligent and wise Creator who calibrated
everything so that it works so well.

! This definition is adapted from the definition used by Wayne Grudem in
Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, 193.
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God’s Wisdom in
The Bible teaches that God remains vitally interested in His creation.
In Job 38-41 God asks Job if he can do the types of things God can, and
much of this involves God’s ongoing care for His creation (38:34-41).
God not only governs the natural order, but He also rules over the
kingdoms of the world (Prov 21:1; Isa 40:15-17; Dan 4:34-35).

God’'s Wisdom in
God’s wisdom is seen in His creation and providence, but it is
especially revealed in His plan of redemption. The ultimate display of
God’s wisdom is in His goal of redeeming fallen man and the plan He
is executing to bring that goal to pass. In fact, Ephesians goes so far as
to say that God is displaying His wisdom to heavenly beings through
what He is doing in the church (Ephesians 3:10)!

Our Response to God’s Wisdom
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Trust and
When God makes a choice, we can be confident it is the best choice.
God’s love and power are comforting, but God’s wisdom means that
God’s love and power are never misdirected. He always has the best
possible goal in mind, and He knows the best way to get to that goal!

God’s Wisdom
God is wise and He freely offers that wisdom to us. James 1:5 tells us
that God graciously gives wisdom to all who ask Him! The wisdom
books repeatedly tie wisdom back to God, because without God there
is no true wisdom. The fear of the Lord — an understanding of who
God is and a healthy fear that His Word must be obeyed — is the true
basis of all wisdom (Job 28:28; Psalm 110:10; Proverbs 9:10).
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